
What To Do About a Suspect AI Case 
 
Suspect in Poultry Flock of Any Size  
If you suspect AI, have an unexplained increase in mortality or onset of clinical signs of disease (see 
below for list) in your poultry flock, here is a general guideline to assist you.   
 
Registered Producers: 

1. Immediately leave the barn without removing mortality or any other items from the barn.  Limit 
contact with all poultry on the farm. 

2. In order to prevent the spread of the AI virus, maintain your barn ventilation at minimum levels 
to ensure bird welfare. 

3. Gather all relevant documents including health records of all flocks currently on the farm and 
flock movement history. 

4. Call your veterinarian.  They will help determine if further investigation is required.  Have ready 
a complete description of the problem including time of onset, duration, whether things are 
getting worse or resolving over time.  

5. All movement to and from the farm must stop. 
6. Cease selling all products off the farm. 

 
Backyard Flocks: 

1. Immediately leave the barn without removing mortality or any other items from the barn.  Limit 
contact with all poultry on the farm. 

2. In order to prevent the spread of the AI virus, maintain your barn ventilation at minimum levels 
to ensure bird welfare. 

3. Gather all relevant documents including health records of all flocks currently on the farm and 
flock movement history. 

4. Call the Animal Health Centre (604-556-3003) and speak to one of the poultry veterinarians.  
They will help determine if further investigation is required.  Have ready a complete description 
of the problem including time of onset, duration, whether things are getting worse or resolving 
over time.  

5. All movement to and from the farm must stop. 
6. Cease selling all products off the farm. 

 
Wild Bird Mortality 
If a wild bird is found dead on or near a poultry operation, call the Wild Bird Mortality Investigation 
Program hotline, 1-866-431-2473.  If the report is assessed to require further investigation a biologist 
may retrieve the carcass for further testing. 
 
If AI is Confirmed by Veterinarian 

1. CFIA will be informed and will send the sample to their lab in Winnipeg for final testing. 
2. You will be contacted by CFIA and put on quarantine.  CFIA will inform you of the next steps. 

 
Signs of AI 

• signs may not be obvious 
• egg production drop 
• respiratory illness 
• nervous signs 
• diarrhea 



• drop in feed or water consumption (consult production records) 
• mortality (variable) 

 


