BRITISH COLUMBIA

CHICKEN MARKETING BOARD
Memo

To: BC Chicken Industry Date: November 28, 2025

Re: Removal of Catching from the Live Price, tentatively scheduled for A-201

The BC Chicken Marketing Board (The Board) has participated for several years in
consultations with the Western provincial boards and processors (Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba) regarding the removal of Catching costs from the Live
Price of chicken.

The Board could not make a formal decision during the BC Farm Industry Review Board
Supervisory Review and the Review Panel’s Interim Pricing Decision of July 3, 2020.
However, we consistently supported the initiative in principle, with the understanding
that any decision would follow either the completion of the supervisory review or
approval of a long-term pricing framework.

Removing Catching costs from the Live Price aligns BC with the rest of Canada, where
processors directly contract and pay for catching and live-haul services. This change
ensures a cost-neutral transition, improves consistency in live price comparisons, and
clarifies that processors, not growers, are responsible for paying catching crews, which
reflects current practice.

However, growers still need to be involved in the catching process, as the joint
responsibility for the health and welfare of animals remains. The General Orders stand,
which states:

Section 10.2 At the time of catching/load out of chicken, the grower or his/her
representative must be present to observe at the beginning, at the end and at least
once during the catching process.

Section 10.3 During the catching and load out process the prescribed form must be
completed jointly by the grower or grower’s representative and the individual in
charge of the catching crew. The completed form must be submitted to the BCCMB,
the grower and the processor by the catching crew within 3 days of shipment.

I For the most recent copy of the General Orders, visit bcchicken.ca/general-orders
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https://bcchicken.ca/general-orders/

BC is currently the only province that still includes Catching costs in the Live Price.
Processors will continue to pay for catching services directly, and we are advised that
the current cost remains $0.05/kg live weight.

The Board will permanently remove the Catching cost line from both the BC COP
formula and the BC Live Price, effective in the quota period after the full update of the
BC COP formula (and using 2024 data). That is, the Board is targeting completion of
the COP update for A-200, with removal of catching beginning in A-201. However, the
Board reserves the right to adjust this timeline if the COP update is not ready in time.

Processors will assume direct payment of these costs. The rate will be published
periodically through future pricing orders; however, it might not reflect the actual rate
paid by processors, as the Board has no mandate, authority, or verified data to set
Catching prices. As the Processors Association (PPPABC) provides updated Catching cost
information, the Board will share it with the chicken-growing industry reflected as an
addendum or note in future pricing orders, and shall remain in force until altered,
amended, or rescinded at the sole discretion of the Board.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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